
Board Member Bios
George Rebane, PhD, Executive Director and Director of 
Research
After visiting Nevada County regularly for over ten years, George Rebane and his wife Jo Ann 
moved here in 2002 and now live just north of Nevada City. George is a systems engineer with 
degrees from UCLA in physics (BS), control & estimation systems (MSE), and computer science 
and complex dynamic systems (PhD). He is also a Registered Professional Engineer in the state 
of California.

During the early part of his career, after active duty in the Army, George was a combat systems 
developer for a big aerospace firm. From there he joined a small think tank company, doing 
classified research for the Pentagon, and ultimately became its president. In the later part of his 
career he was CEO of two other high-tech companies one of which manufactured educational 
electronics systems and the other, which he founded, became a leading developer of interactive 
multi-media technologies.

George has also taught courses and lectured at UCLA, USC, and Cal State Northridge, and was 
on the formation committee for the Cal State Monterey Bay campus. He was active in the early 
growth of Simi Valley, California where he served as a planning commissioner and was an author 
of the city’s first general plan. When he moved here George was appointed to the Nevada County 
Planning Commission where he served while he lived in District #3. He remains active in the 
community with service through the ERC and the Nevada City Rotary Club.

He now is a private investor and consults in institutional planning, risk modeling and assessment, 
and financial engineering. George holds patents in portfolio design theory, securities 
performance modeling, and e-commerce financial performance optimization. His interests 
include sports, teaching, philosophy, philanthropy, and the future of our Republic.

George is a native Estonian and a naturalized citizen arriving here in 1949. He spent his earliest 
years subjected to the wrong end of WW2 and was interred with his parents in a post-war refugee 
camp in Germany. George and Jo Ann have two daughters and six grandchildren.

Michael McDaniel, AAMS, Director of Public Relations 
As the sixth generation of his family to live in Nevada County, Michael McDaniel considers 
himself very blessed to own a local business. Michael owns and operates McDaniel Wealth 
Management in Nevada City. He is a graduate of Saint Mary’s College of California with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration and Economics with an Honors 
concentration in Finance.

He has earned the designation of Accredited Asset Management Specialist from the College of 
Financial Planning. Most noteworthy of his licenses held in the investment field are the Series 24 



(General Securities Principal) and Series 7 (General Securities representative). He has served 
individual investors for many years, following the mantra, Integrity, Service, Performance.

Michael’s dedication to the community has led him to volunteer with many local service 
organizations. He is a proud member of the Nevada City 49er Breakfast Rotary International 
Club, the Gold Country Estate Planning Council and the Grass Valley – Nevada County 
Chamber of Commerce. He has also served on the Board of Directors for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Nevada County.

Michael and his wife Julianne share their values of responsibility, hard work and integrity with 
their two daughters.

Russell W. Steele, Director of Information and Executive 
Dierctor
Russ Steele, with his wife Ellen and four daughters, moved back to Nevada County in 1980, 
following his retirement from the Air Force, as a Lt. Colonel. They built a home near Banner 
Mountain in 1982, next to property settled by his family in the 1860s.

As an Air Force Navigator and Electronics Warfare Officer, Russ flew in B-52s and FB-111s, but 
his most widely recognized accomplishment was the development of a concept for reprograming 
aircraft computers during combat operations. This work continued when he jointed TRW and 
helped create a software development laboratory at McClellan AFB, which built software 
integration and validation tools for the Air Force A-10, C-130, B-2, and other systems.

Russ is a social scientist, with a Bachelor of Science degree. He has a strong technical 
background in electronics, project management, and business development. At TRW he was 
instrumental in starting TRW's Advanced Transportation Systems, an effort to bring aerospace 
technology to the roadside. As a strategic planner, he worked on concepts for driver emergency 
notification systems, vehicle-to-road side communications systems and traveler information 
systems. He jointly holds a patent on a roadside-to-vehicle communication protocol. Russ retired 
from TRW in the spring of 1996.

Prior to starting The Insightworks in 1998, Russ was the President of the Nevada County 
Community Network, a nonprofit Internet Service Provider startup. He continues to serve on the 
Board of Directors. Russ has been a freelance writer for trade, computer and science magazines 
since 1978. He has been published in Kilobyte, Science Probe, Amateur Radio Astronomy, 
Satellite Times, Monitoring Times, Capitol Journal, Trailer Life, The Union, and over twenty 
articles in Comstocks' Business. He is waiting for Smithsonian Air & Space to publish an article 
on FB-111 history. He is currently working on two book projects, one exploring 50 years of 
innovation in Nevada County, the other a history of cobalt mining in Idaho.



In addition to operating his consulting and writing business, Russ is a community service 
volunteer. He is currently a Nevada County Transportation Commissioner and represents the 
NCTC on the Economic Resource Council Board. Current volunteer activities include the 
Economic Resource Council's Telecommunications Infrastructure Resource Committee.

Russ and Ellen have four grandchildren, who live in Roseville and Granite Bay. Russ's hobbies 
include family camping, hiking, travel, life long learning, reading science journals, and web 
logging on the Internet.

Ronald Knaus, Director of Environmental Research 
Ron move to Nevada County in 1995 to assume stewardship of the Harmony Ridge Tree Farm in 
Nevada City. He looks after 95 acres of Ponderosa Pine, Incense Cedar, Douglas Fir, White Fir, 
and Sugar Pine trees. Ron and his wife Nancy moved to Nevada County from Baton Rouge, LA, 
where Ron was a professor at Louisiana State University. He taught graduate courses in 
Radiobiology, Radioecology and Undergraduate courses in Nuclear Science, and Radioisotope 
Methodology.

Ron has a BA in Biology from San Jose State University, with an MA in Science Education. His 
Radiobiology Ph.D is from Oregon State University.

His Current Affiliations include California Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, Forest Landowners 
of California Board, Sierra Nevada Mining and Industrial Council, Native Sons of the Golden 
West, and Rotary International, Nevada City Chapter, past board member

Barry Pruett, Esq, Director of Legal Research

Barry grew up in the Midwest. In 1988, he attended the Ohio State University and 
transferred to Miami University in 1990. He graduated from Miami University in 1993 
with a bachelor's degree with majors in Russian Language and Diplomacy & Foreign 
Affairs. He also has a law degree from Valparaiso University. Barry is fond of and 
spends his free time reading about American Legal History and Constitutional Law. 

Gil Mathew, Director of Economic Research

Gil Mathew has enjoyed a long career in business and sales.  Starting in 1969 with 
Eocom Corporation as  financial analyst.  This start up company in optics and sensors 
was shortly purchased by Perkin-Elmer after growing to a multi-million dollar company.  
He then moved into the mortgage banking business with Uni-Cal Mortgage and then his 
own mortgage company Benchmark Financial.  Then an opportunity became available to 



start his own manufacturing company that became Benchmark Thermal, manufacturing 
and distributing industrial heating systems to the semi-conductor industry and other 
OEMs.  Gil sold that business after 23 years and accepted the position of CEO of the 
Nevada County Economic Resource Council doing economic and community 
development for the County of Nevada.  Gil is in yet his next career in the alternative 
energy business as a co-owner of EnPower Systems, Inc.  this company maintains sales 
and marketing of energy systems from Photovoltaic to wind energy to micro-hydro, 
serving both the on-grid market and the off-grid market.  


